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W-WHERE 
ARE YOU 
T-T-TAKING 
ME...? 


JUS’A LITTLE TOUR 
O' D'MEATPACKING 
DISTRICT, CHUM. 


r YEAUHH... 1 
WHATSAMATTER, 
FOUR EYES? LOWER 
WEST SIDE AIN'T 
GOOD ENOUGH FOR 
YOUSE UPTOWN 
L FANCY-PANTS? A 


r B-BUT T 
I'M J-JUST AN 
INSURANCE 
BROKER! WHAT 
DO YOU WANT 
L WITH-?! i 


f 'CUZ. I CAN 1 
ENSURE YER 
GONNA LISTEN TO 
WHAT D'BOSS 
k HAS TO SAY! j 


GEE NOW... 

AIN’T DAT 

SUMTHIN'ff 


























[ IT'S OKAY,.. T I TAKE PRIDE IN 

YOU CAN SAY IT-- ' MY APPEARANCE AND 1—M 

J "THE DANDY DON", MY DEMEANOR. IT’S 1 

I SUFFER NO / /VOr AN UNWELCOME —Ml 

OFFENSE, i SOBRL„SOBRlQU.„ 

t/tf, NICKNAME! f A 
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/ YOU’RE C4f?£0 \ 
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I .--ANY GENERALS 
SUCCESS RELIES EXCLUSIVELY 
AND CONCLUSIVELY ON THE 
HONOR AND LOYALTY OF 
^ HIS TROOPS. A 


r THIS HAS BEEN T 
TRUE FROM CAESAR 
TO BONAPARTE TO MY 
OWN...MORE MODEST 
. CAMPAIGNS. A 


T THIS IS FRANKIE ~ 
DINALDI. HE RUNS MY 
WEST-SIDE RACKETS 
FROM 39th ST. ALL THE 
WAY UP TO 101ST. . 


OH, PARDON 
ME...I MEANT HE 
RAN THEM. . 


Y'SEE, FRANKIE 
HERE...HE LET THAT FICA, 
MASSARETTI, HORN IN ON 
MY SPEAKS WITHOUT SO 
MUCH AS A SINGLE SHOT 
. BEING FIRED. j 


INCOMPETENCE. 
WON'T BE 
TOLERATED. 














r SINCE ^ 
FRANKIE THINKS HE'S 
SUCH A TOUGH GUY, 
IT WOULD APPEAR 
HE NEEDS... 

. TENDERIZIN'. . 


~ C-CARLO...? ~ 

CARLO...I SWEAR, I 
DIDN'T..-DIDN'T HAVE 
. NO CHOICE! . 


H-HE SAID HE'D 
KILL m KIDS! 
MOTHER-OF- 
CHRIST, CARLO... 

PLEEEEASE! 


AAAGGHHl 


All 



h-vWL' ' 


KrJSm I 

Jm/X \ 
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if / e / v 





















ON YER FEET, 

STRONZO! 


GNAHHl 


SO THEN. 



r I ATTENDED HIS ^ 
WEDDING. I STOOD AT HIS 
CHILDREN'S CHRISTENINGS. 
AND I’VE KNOWN YOU FOR... 

WHAT? SEVEN...EIGHT 
k MINUTES? a 





jf / IN FACT... W 


0 % 
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? —YOUR NAME Ml 
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SO THEN... 

EH— ?/ 


r JOBYI ^ 
PAOLO/fm THAT 
JOKER AND CHILL 
. HIS SOUP! 


GET HIM! 
HE'S— i 


LOYALTY...AND HONOR... 
ARE BUT £A1P7Y VIRTUES.. 
FOR A VIPER im HISSES 
v AND STRIKES! . 


WHO CAN N 
KNOW THE DEPTHS 
OF SUCH MINDLESS 
. SAVAGERY ? i 
















DEAR GOD! THIS 
CANT.-CANT BE 

REAL! j 



r YOUSE 
TWO...OVER 

. THERE! 
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AIN'T NO RAID. 
TOO GODDAMN 
QUIET! S' 


CAN IT, 
BOTH 
YOUSE! 


THERE! 

CHRIST, 

HE’S...HE’S 
JUST A—! 
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AAGGH! 














KNOWS WHAT 
BVIL LURKS IN 
THE HEARTS OF 
MEN? 


THE 

SHADOW 

KNOWS! 







N-N- 

NO...I-I'M 
OKAY. I— 


HE'S 

GONE! 


' TO SAVE A X 
LIFE..-IS NEARLY AS 
CRUCIAL AS TAKING 
ONE. IT CREATES A 
BOND THAT STANDS 
. FIRM AND TRUE! . 


LIFE IS NOW 
BOUND! 


AND I AM N 
THE SCOURGE OF 
MEN SUCH AS THOSE 
WHO BROUGHT 
YOU HERE. . 


THIS CAR WILL 
TAKE YOU SAFELY 
HOME. DO NOT 
SUMMON THE 

























































BUT I'M AFRAID 
THAT, AGAIN, YOU 
ARE MISTAKEN. I 
HAVE NO IDEA— 


^ OH, YOU > 

CAN DENY IT ALL 
YOU WANT. AND HIDE 
BEHIND THE FACADE 
OF YOUR ASSUMED 
k IDENTITY. j 


BUT, YOU SEE... 
I'M QUITE CERTAIN 
THAT YOU’RE NOT 
REALLY LAMONT 
. CRANSTON! . 


f THE LAMONT 1 
T KNEW ONLY 
WIELDED A GUN... 
WHEN BACKED BY A 
HORDE OF SAFARI 
GUIDES AND 
V PORTERS. J 


r HE WAS 1 
CHARMING AND DROLL, 
BUT VALOR...WASN'T 
REALLY HIS STRONG 
L POINT. A 


YOU'RE ALSO ~ 
TALLER mm 
HIM...JUST A BIT. 
WHICH BEGS THE 
QUESTION- a 


DAUGHTER OF HENRY 
FIELDING LANE AND 
HIS SECOND WIFE, 

. ADELE PRESCOTT. . 


I OVERHEARD 
YOUR REVELATION 
THAT NIGHT, MISS 
LANE. HOW DID SUCH 
A CHILD OF BOSTON 
SOCIETY END UP 
IN A... DELICATE 
CONDITION BY THE 
LIKES OF GUISEPPE 
MASSARETTL? , 
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“THE LANE FORTUNES BEGAN WITH MY 
GRANDFATHER...MAINLY LUMBER AND SHIPPING. 


YOU'RE RIGHT... 
I WAS RAISED 
IN PRIVILEGE. 


"PRIVILEGED, YES...BUT X NEVER RELISHED THE 
ROLE OF DEBUTANTE, MARRIED OFF TO SOME SOCIETY 
LUNKHEAD. I PREFERED A MORE FULL-THROTTLED 
LIFE AND, AS THEY SAY, I ROARED THROUGH THE 20s. 


“SADLY, DADDY NEVER 
HAD A HEAD FOR BUSINESS 
AND LOST EVERYTHING, 
EVEN DURING THE BOOM 
TIMES--LONG BEFORE THIS 
BALLYHOOED CRASH. 


“HE DRANK HIMSELF TO 
DEATH LESS THAN A YEAR 
FOLLOWING THAT. 


“X SUDDENLY FOUND 
MYSELF...A POOR 
LITTLE RICH GIRL! 






























































































DEAR GOD! ^ 
T-THAT AWFUL 
SENSATION 
, AGAIN...! , 


' JUST LIKE... 

THAT NIGHT! 

O-ON THE ROOF... 

AFTER...AFTER 
L Y-YOU-- 


WHAT 

ARE YOU?! 



























































































BOSS... 
WHATTA 
WE DOIN' 
HBRBt! 


~ IT AIN'T GOOD ~ 
FOR YOU TO BE OUT 
AND ABOUT...WHAT 
WITH THE RUCKUS YER 
KICKIN' UP WITH THE 
i OTHER GANGS! j 


jyysJIli 


•SIDES... 
DIS... AIN'T 
OUR KINDA 
PLACE! 


r ALLFULLA 1 
BANKERS AN' 
LAWYERS... AN’ 

, COPS! 


YEAH... 

DOBS SEEM 

KINDA QUIET! SAy ~ 
^ ^4 SHOULDN'T 

THIS BE 

LOCKBD?! 













































J-JESUS! 


UAUE...aHSWEPEP.. 

MY 


YoU UavE.-.obEYEP... 

MY awicE...aHp chaos How 
S pHPS-MEASHEPJ 


bUU,Et$ \ 
fLY...boPiE$ aPE \ 

poPH ASUHPEP... 1 _ 

bLooP $taiH$ pE 

sjt&rsf but-pepe 

^- MUST bE...MoPEJ 

oHLY bY...UttEPLY... 
PEStPoYHU YoUP PiVALS, 
\ WILL YoU...SATISFY- 
\ MY CPaviHuj 


/ F0LL0W...MY \ 
will...aHp You shall... ' 

STAHP SUpPEME...lH 
pE EMEP&iHU-EMpiPE , 
\ of cPlMEJ J 
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A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT THE SHADOW YEAR ONE #3 
FROM MATT WAGNER’S SCRIPT TO WILFREDO TORRES’ LINE 
ART AND BRENNAN WAGNER’S COLORS 


PAGE FOUR 

1) THE BUSINESSMAN—manages to stammer out a question as 
the Boss sniffs deeply from the hankie. 

BOSS: CHRIST! THE SMELL O’THIS PLACE... 

BUSINESSMAN: B-BUT...W-WHAT HAS THAT G-GOT TO DO 

WITH ME?! 

2) THE BOSS-waves casually with one hand as he slides the han¬ 
kie into his pocket. 

BOSS: AS YOU MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE HEARD, 

MY...AFOREMENTIONED RIVAL HAS LAUNCHED AN UNWAR¬ 
RANTED WAR BETWEEN OUR RESPECTIVE BUSINESS VEN¬ 
TURES. 

SUCH BATTLES AIN’T...AREN’T ALWAYS EASY ON THE 
REAL ESTATE, IF YOU CATCH MY DRIFT. 

3) HE POINTS—at the businessman. 

BOSS: WHICH IS WHY YOU’RE GOING TO UNDERWRITE A 

POLICY THAT WILL COVER ANY LOSSES I MIGHT INCUR DUR¬ 
ING THIS... ALTERCATION. 

4) EYES WIDE—the businessman replies that he can’t possibly do 
as the Boss desires. 

BUSINESSMAN: B-BUT...I -I CAN’T INSURE A...A...A CRIMI¬ 

NAL ENTERPRISE! MY COMPANY WOULD NEVER HONOR 
SUCH AN ARRANGMENT! 

I-IT WOULD RUIN ME-!! 































A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT THE SHADOW YEAR ONE #3 
FROM MATT WAGNER’S SCRIPT TO WILFREDO TORRES’ LINE 
ART AND BRENNAN WAGNER’S COLORS 


PAGE FIVE 

1) THE BOSS—holds up one hand, halting the businessman’s 
reply as he gestures to his thugs with the other. 

BOSS: IT’S LIKE THIS... 

...ANY GENERAL’S SUCCESS RELIES EXCLUSIVELY AND 
CONCLUSIVELY ON THE HONOR AND LOYALTY OP HIS TROOPS. 

2) ONE THUG-slides a beef carcass to one side as another one 
yanks another hanging bundle forward. 

BOSS: THIS HAS BEEN TRUE FROM CEASAR TO BONA¬ 

PARTE TO MY OWN...MORE MODEST CAMPAIGNS. 

3) THE HANGING BUNDLE—is revealed to be a half-conscious 
gangster, bound and dangling by his wrists. 

BOSS: THIS IS FRANKIE DiNALDI. HE RUNS MY WEST- 

SIDE RACKETS FROM 39TH ST. ALL THE WAY UP TO 101ST. 

OH, PARDON ME...I MEANT HE RAN THEM. 

4) THE BOSS—now stands closer to the businessman, directly his 
horrified gaze towards the hapless victim. 

BOSS: Y’SEE, FRANKIE HERE...HE LET THAT FICA, MAS- 

SARETTI, HORN IN ON MY SPEAKS WITHOUT SO MUCH AS A 
SINGLE SHOT BEING FIRED. 


SUCH INCOMPETENCE AI-...WON’T BE TOLERALTED. 
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A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT THE SHADOW YEAR ONE #3 
FROM MATT WAGNER’S SCRIPT TO WILFREDO TORRES’ LINE 
ART AND BRENNAN WAGNER’S COLORS 


PAGE SIX 

1) A HUGE BRUISER—steps forward, clad in suspendered 
trousers, a long-sleeve 

[Largest panel] undershirt rolled up to his meaty forearms 
and wearing a butcher’s apron; in his gloved hands, he carries a 
SLEDGEHAMMER. THE VICTIM rouses a hit as he sees the guy 
with the hammer, weakly struggling against his bounds. 

BOSS: SINCE FRANKIE THINKS HE’S SUCH A TOUGH GUY, 

IT WOULD APPEAR HE NEEDS...TENDERIZED. 

VICTIM: C-CARLO..? CARLO...I SWEAR, I DIDN’T...DIDN’T 
HAVE NO CHOICE! 

2) THE BUSINESSMAN—cowers against the wall, one hand held 
to his mouth in horror, as the bruiser raises the sledge-hammer, 
rearing it back for a mighty swing. 

BUSINESSMAN: OH, NO! M-MY...GOD! 

VICTIM: H-HE SAID HE’D KILL MY KIDS! MOTHER-OF- 
CHRIST, 

[Off-panel] CARLO.. .PLEEEEASE! 

3) CLOSE-UP—of the victim’s face, twisted in an agonizing 
scream as the blow lands, crushing hones like candy. 

SFX: KNCH 

VICTIM: AAAGGGGHH! 
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A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT THE SHADOW YEAR ONE #3 
FROM MATT WAGNER’S SCRIPT TO WILFREDO TORRES’ LINE 
ART AND BRENNAN WAGNER’S COLORS 

PAGE SEVEN 


1) 2) 3) THREE PANEL TIER—of the Businessman on his knees, his 
hands tightly clamped over his ears in a vain effort to block out the 
piteous screaming and merciless sound of cracking bones. 

[SEX grow louder, screams fade away] 

SFX: CRRK 
KRKT 
CHNK 

VICTIM: AAEEIGHHH! 

[Off-Panel] 

GGAAAEGHHH! 


4) A THUG—abruptly hauls the Businessman to his feet, yanking one 
hand free from covering his ear. 

THUG: ON YER FEET, STRONZO! 

BUSINESSMAN: GNAHH! 

BOSS: SO THEN... 

YOU SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT I’VE KNOWN FRANKIE 
SINCE WE WAS...WERE TEENAGERS. 

5) THE BOSS—again pulls out his handkerchief as he addresses the 
businessman (not really looking at him); IN THE FOREGROUND, jut¬ 
ting in from off-panel, we can see the bruiser’s fist holding the sledge¬ 
hammer, its head now dripping with blood. 

BOSS: I ATTENDED HIS WEDDING. I STOOD AT HIS CHIL¬ 

DREN’S CHRISTENINGS. AND I’VE KNOWN YOU FOR...'WHAT? 
SEVEN.. .EIGHT MINUTES? 

IN FACT...WHAT’S YOUR NAME AGAIN? 
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THE BLACK BAT #1 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH NEW, ONGOING SERIES WRITER GAIL SIMONE 


What was the deciding factor when you signed on 
to the new RED SONJA project? What most 
appealed to you about the character, and what did 
you hope to bring to the series? 

Gail Simone: I've talked about this a lot, I love sword 
and sorcery stuff. I adore all fantasy, really, but there's 
something wonderfully intoxicating about half-naked, 
tanned swordmasters fighting loathsome demonspawn 
under a blazing sun. I am always trying to get that 
clang of blades in my oomios-l put it in whether it fits 
or not, in books like Secret Six, Wonder Woman, and 
even The Atom. 

So, in the genre I love, one name stands above all 
other female warriors, and that's Red Sonja. 

I didn't take the book so much as pounce on it, 
growling. 

I have to say, Dynamite has been extraordinary. 
Publisher Nick Barrucoi wanted me on this book and 
has been behind me every step of the way with 
encouragement and enthusiasm, and he's backed it up 
in all the ways that matter to me...top artists, great 
presentation, and a real concern for quality. That's why 
I'm in this industry, I want to tell stories. And when a 
book has the publisher pulling out all the stops, the 
excitement is contagious. 

So I am very, very happy. 

You’ve gone on record saying that the new RED 
SONJA will have its share of humor. That’s a tone 
rarely seen previously in the adventures of our 
grim heroine. What are your thoughts on bringing 
mirth to her epic tales? 

GS: I don't want Sonja to be doing pratfalls and telling 
knock-knock jokes (but if she did, they'd be really 
filthy). But looking back over some of her earlier tales, 
she was a bit less distant and a bit more rowdy, and 
I do think that's a really entertaining aspect of her 
character. My Sonja drinks and carouses and 
frequents low establishments with compatriots of 
questionable character. 

The first scene we see her in, she's passed out drunk. 

She's not Deadpool, but I don't see her as an ice 
queen, either. I told the artist, the wonderful Walter 
Geovani, that Sonja isn't cold-blooded, she's 
hot-blooded! 

What can you tell us about the new sidekick 
characters you’ll be introducing into the RED 
SONJA mythos? 

GS: Well, in keeping with the entertainment value 
of the book, Sonja gets herself two quite unwelcome 
sidekicks, the tomboy twins Ayla and Nias, who are 
sixteen years old and IMMEDIATELY get on her 
nerves. Sonja is many things.. .a general, a conqueror, 
a queen. She is NOT a babysitter. 


who loved Red Sonja outright. So I had this idea to ask 
the top female artists in the industry to do the covers 
and Dynamite ran with it beyond my dreams...but I 
thought it would take some convincing. 

Not only did all the artists we asked immediately agree, 
they all confessed their secret love for Sonja. They 
adore her! Lots of the artists submitted multiple 
sketches because they couldn't stop, and many top 
names submitted sketches without even being asked, 
they love Sonja so much, and are dying to see this 
project. I got a series of sketches from a hero of mine, 
an Eisner winner, out of the blue and they were so 
beautiful we couldn't choose what to pick. 

We asked for the top female comic artists from several 
disciplines including cartooning, animation and manga. 
People are going to freak out at these covers, it 
became more than a fun idea, it became a bit of a 
statement, as well. 

I also have to say, these are some of the sexiest 
comics covers I've ever seen, period. 

RED SONJA’s two main nemeses in the series thus 
far have been the sorcerers Kulan Gath and Thulsa 
Doom. Will you be bringing these villains back, or 
are you going to introduce new baddies into the 

GS: I have a lot of love for Thulsa Doom, that isn't out 
of the question. But we are also hoping to see a lot of 
new readers, so I want to introduce past elements very 
carefully. We also want to showcase new things. I am 
immersing myself in Robert E. Howard works right 
now, not just his barbarian stuff, and we will bring that 
mood in more and more. But I want a clean place 
setting for new readers. I've been doing a ton of cons, 
and this book is bringing in people who have never 
read a Sonja book. I want them to have as much fun 
as the hardcore fan. 

So we are creating new villains, including the 
death-on-wheels DARK ANNYSIA, who hates Sonja 
for reasons they could never have done in the old 
Marvel series. 

The universe of RED SONJA extends back decades 
to the original Robert E. Howard CONAN stories. 
What are your thoughts on contributing to such a 
long-standing mythos? Is there a particular era / 
storyline / creator that you look back on as the 
inspiration for what you’ll be doing on the series? 

GS: Well, that's an interesting question...but I write 
these characters with astounding histories all the time, 
I love doing that. Conan predates Superman by only a 
handful of years. It's kind of my dream as a writer, to 
create things that other writers will be inspired by long 
after I am gone. 

It's also true that despite the bad rep that sword 
and sorcery has for gender issues, Robert E. Howard 
really created a bunch of astonishingly powerful and 
interesting female adventures. I love it, I feel very 


The new RED SONJA is something of a celebration 
of women, as one of the industry’s premiere female 
creators takes on one of its most iconic heroines. 
Also, a number of female artists are being tapped 
to contribute their bold interpretations of Red 
Sonja for the covers. How do you see this idea of 
gender affecting the storytelling or presentation? 

GS: It spiraled completely out of control in this beautiful 
way. It's embarrassing, but I really thought, once again, 
that I was the freak, I was the outsider, the only female 


The biggest inspiration is the world that Howard 
created, the mood and tone. Cimmeria and its 
surrounding countries, they have that wonderful power 
of fictional geography to FEEL real, like somewhere 
that exists. They have that Gotham City/Oz/Middle 
Earth thing, that they don't exist...but they damn well 
should. 

And it's always fun to visit any country where there are 
monsters and loincloths, I always say. 
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IS BACK! 

LOST FOR FIFTY YEARS, HIS LOVED ONES 
LONG GONE... CAN THE @WL FACE THE 
VIOLENT, DESPERATE PERILS OF THIS 
STRANGE NEW WORLD? 


DYNAMITE? 






